Chapter I!
ECONOMIC CONDITION

From a very early period Malayasia formed one of the most
important centres of trade in the world. We have already
given an account of the early maritime intercourse between
India and Suvarnabhumi, so far as it has been preserved in
Indian literature in the shape of vague traditions, legends,
and folk-stories. We now propose to refer briefly to the trade
activities of this region so far as we can determine them by
means of positive and reliable evidence.

Apart from the trade-relations of the various islands grouped
under Malayasia, either among themselves or with Indo-China,
India, China, and Arabia formed the three main centres of trade
with this region.

As regards India, the earliest definite account is furnished
by Fa-hien's travels. From Tamralipti (modern Tamluk)
Fa-hien "embarked in a large merchant vessel, and went
floating over the sea to the south-west. After sailing day and
night for fourteen days he reached Ceylonl". After two years
Fa-hien again took passage in a large merchantman with a
view to return to China. The detailed account of this voyage
is so interesting and instructive regarding the early trade and
maritime intercourse between Malayasia on the one hand and
India and China on the other, that I make no apology for
quoting the lengthy passage3.

"Fa-hien took passage in a large merchantman, on board
of which there were more than 200 men, and to which was
attached by a rope a smaller vessel, as a provision against
damage or injury to the large one from the perils of the
navigation. With a favourable wind, they proceeded eastwards

i.    Fa-hien, p, IOQ.                         2.    Ibid, pp. 111-114,